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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 

BELGIUM. 

Report from, Antwerp. 

Antwerp, Belgium, April 2, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith weekly abstract of bills 
of health issued at Antwerp, Belgium, during the week ended March 
31, 1900. The steamship Westerriland, sailing for New York on the 31st 
ultimo, carried 1,087 steerage passengers, the largest number taken by 
any steamer from this port in seven years. 

Bespectfully, E. K. Spragtje, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon. U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 



Anthrax among cattle in Rio de Janeiro — Yellow fever at Santos and 

Sorocaba. 

Anthrax epidemic. 

Bio de Janeiro, March 15, 1900. 

Sir : Since several months, there was observed an increasing number 
of deaths among the beeves at the cattle yard that supplies the city of 
Bio de Janeiro. Here there are no scientifically instructed veterinary 
surgeons. Finally it was ascertained that the cause of those deaths 
was anthrax. It was on account of special local and personal circum- 
stances that the question has been discussed lately, and it was in con- 
sideration of the scientific and practical importance of that question 
that I decided to make a trip to that cattle yard, Santa Cruz, situated 
about three hours' ride on the railway, and therefore I am prepared to 
report the following : 

The private company that furnishes the cattle to be killed is obliged 
to have always a stock of about 5,000 animals. These animals arrive 
from the interior of Brazil, from the States of the south, and also from 
the States of the La Plata. 

Santa Cruz is noted amoDg the surroundings of Bio de Janeiro for its 
extensive pasturage. On the day that I spent there 10 dead animals 
were transported to the boilery. The result of the necropsy and of the 
microscopical examination was anthrax. 

The medical control at the cattle yard is very deficient. Daily the 
wholesale butchers of Bio de Janeiro indicate how many carcasses are 
required for the market. That number is conveyed to the cattle yard 
from the stock of cattle. A veterinary surgeon, with practical experience 
but without scientific instruction, makes a superficial examination of the 
animals sent to be slaughtered. After the animals are slaughtered the 
intestines are examined by two physicians, who have obtained their 
knowledge of this subject exclusively from practice. The inspection is 
superficial and can not be otherwise. Under these circumstances it is 



